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December is the most festive month of the 
year, filled with celebrations and happy times 
spent with our loved ones.  Here are a few of 
the most celebrated holidays that take place 
in the month of December.  

Christmas
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year.”

These famous words are sung by Andy 
Williams. Christmas is one of the most 
popular holidays celebrated in the U.S. But 
you might be wondering, how do other 
countries celebrate their Christmas?  Read on 
to find out the special ways other countries 
celebrate Christmas.  In the Philippines, the 
city of San Fernando hold Ligligan Parul, also 
known as the Giant Light Festival, featuring 
sparkling lanterns called parols that 
symbolize the Star of Bethlehem.  Each parol 
consists of thousands of spinning lights that 
light up the night sky.  In Australia, Christmas 
time takes place during their summer months 
so many Aussies spend the day with family 
and friends at the beach barbequing and 
surfing.  In the Netherlands, children put a 
shoe by the chimney or back door hoping 
Sinterklaas (Saint Nicholas) leaves treats 
inside instead of rotten potatoes for being 
mischievous.  Some cities in Venezuela have 
the Christmas tradition of roller skating to 
church on Christmas Day in place of driving in 
a car.  In Japan, a more recent and 
interesting tradition has started where 
families order Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) 
as their holiday meal.

Hanukkah
Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday that starts 
during the ninth month of the Hebrew 
calendar which is usually late November to 
the middle of December.  It is also known as 
the Festival of Light and lasts for 8 nights.  It 
is celebrated by lighting a candle on the 
menorah each night to observe the miracle of 
the oil that should have only lasted one night, 
but burned for eight in the temple.   The 
menorah holds nine candles, one for each 
night plus a candle called the shamash used 
to light the other candles.  On the first night 
one candle is lit and placed on the menorah,    
special blessings and prayers are said during 
this time.  Each night a new candle is lit and 
added to the menorah.  In addition to 
lighting the candles, families exchange gifts 
with loved ones.  Traditional Hanukkah foods 
are fried to represent the oil that lasted eight 
days.  Some of the food includes fried jelly 
donuts, sufganiyot, and potato pancakes 
called latkes.  Families and friends also enjoy 
spending time together by playing games 
such as spinning the dreidel.  

Kwanzaa
Kwanzaa is an African tradition that lasts one 
week starting on December 26th through 
January 1st. This holiday honors African 
culture by coming together to have a feast , 
sing songs, and  remember their ancestors.  
There are seven principles for Kwanzaa: 
Umoja (Unity), Kujichagulia 
(Self-Determination), Ujima (Collective Work 
and Responsibility), Ujamaa (Cooperative 
Economics), Nia (Purpose), Kuumba 
(Creativity), Imani (Faith). Each day, a 
candle is lit  to highlight the principle of the 
day.  The candles on the Kinara represent the 
colors 

on the Pan African flag. They are red (to 
stand for the struggle), black (to stand for 
their people), and green (to stand for hopes 
for the future). There are many symbols 
placed on the table to  represent Kwanzaa 
such as the Kinara (Candleholder), Mkeke 
(Mat), Muhindi (Corn to represent the 
children), Mazao (Fruit to represent the 
harvest), and Zawadi (Gifts). During 
Kwanzaa, some people play games such as 
Kalah. This is similar to Mancala.

It doesn’t matter how or when you celebrate 
the holidays, it all comes with joy.



For the December paper, I 
wanted to know more about 
a teacher I had in second 
grade at Eagle Creek, Mrs. 
Moreno! Mrs. Moreno has 
been teaching for 11 years 
and loves to teach math 
and reading. She was a 
teacher assistant for 10 
years, so she learned that 
she loved being with kids 
and helping kids. She first 
thought she wanted to be a 
speech therapist and help
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Did you ever find someone 
that you have a lot in  
common with? Today, this 
person might be known as 
your best friend! 
Sometimes it is true that if 
you have more similarities 
with someone they will be 
more likely to be your 
friend. Let’s see if you and 
Lucca have something in 
common! 

Lucca enjoys playing video 
games such as Animal 
Crossing and Minecraft. 
Do you like any of those 
games? His favorite  part 
of school is recess and he 
thinks math is the hardest 
subject in school. You 
might see Lucca around in 
the school. If so be sure to 
say “hi” to him. He’s in Ms. 
Leon’s class!

By: Sarah Samie

All About 
Egypt

By Janna Prewett

Have you ever been to Egypt? It is a really fun experience. It is 
extremely beautiful and a great place to live. The food that 
you might eat there would be dishes like rice wrapped in 
grape leaves covered in lemon juice which is pronounced as 
(mah-shee). You may also eat rice stuffed pigeon that looks 
like a turkey but smaller. Egyptians have an ancient feast 
that they still celebrate to this day it is called Sham El 
Naseem. They celebrate it by eating salted fish and fresh 
vegetables in the outdoors. If you are going to Egypt try to 
visit the Pyramids and the Sphinx in Giza. They are beautiful 
because they have a lot of history. These have stood for over 
4,500 years. Try to go to the Museum of Cairo in Tahrir 
Square. It has artifacts showing the history of Egypt and how 
life was in ancient times.If you would like to learn more about 
Egypt try to go there.

Mrs. Moreno!

These images show 
the Great Pyramids 

of Giza.

The top image 
shows what they 
looked like when 

they were just built.

The bottom image 
shows what they 
look like today.

kids, then she got 
married with kids of her 
own and realized she 
wanted to be a teacher. 
Before Mrs. Moreno 
was interested in 
education, she thought 
she wanted to be a 
fashion designer. We’re 
so glad that she chose 
to be a teacher. If you 
have Mrs. Moreno you 
are a really lucky 
student!



December 1st: National Pie Day
December 2nd: Special Education Day
December 3rd: National Roof Over Your Head 
Day
December 4th: National Sock Day
December 5th: International Ninja Day
December 6th: World Trick Shot Day
December 7th: National Cotton Candy Day
December 8th: National Brownie Day
December 9th: National Pastry Day
December 10th: National Nobel Prize Day
December 11th: National App Day
December 12th: National Poinsettia Day
December 13th: National Cocoa Day
December 14th: National Monkey Day
December 15th: National Cupcake Day
December 16th: National Ugly Christmas 
Sweater Day
December 17th: National Maple Syrup Day
December 18th: National Twin Day
December 19th: National Oatmeal Muffin Day
December 20th: National Go Caroling Day
December 21st: National Crossword Puzzle Day
December 22nd: National Re-Gifting Day
December 23rd: National Pfeffernuesse Day
December 24th: National Eggnog Day
December 25th: Christmas Day
December 26th: National Candy Cane Day
December 27th: National Fruitcake Day
December 28th: National Card Playing Day
December 29th: National Pepper Pot Day
December 30th: National Bacon Day
December 31st: New Year’s Eve

Mr. Abril’s Class Ms. Finn’s Class

K-2 All Stars of November
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Ms. Johnson’s Class
kindergarten first grade second grade

Young People’s Concert
By Ethan Wooten

NEHS
I’m a member of the NEHS 
(National Elementary Honor 
Society). In NEHS, we give back to 
our community. This club is only for 
students who get straight A’s and 
show responsibility and leadership. 
It takes a lot of hard work in order 
to be selected. The club is run by 
Ms. Condeluci and 6 other teachers 
that volunteer their time and effort. 
This club also has a President, 
Sarah Samie, Vice President, 
Harper Dennis, and 

By: Sarah Samie

Treasurer, Melody Kung. We also 
have several Senator’s. Each year 
members have  to do 15 hours of 
service. We can get these hours by 
helping teachers in the mornings, 
cleaning up around the community, 
and much more! If you are 
interested in being selected for 
NEHS, make sure you focus on your 
school work and demonstrate 
leadership throughout the school 
and community.

DecEMbeR 
NatIoNAl DayS

By: Kate Behrens The Young People’s Concert (YPC) field trip at the Dr. Phillips Performing Arts Center 
in 2022 was a great performance with many wonderful things to offer. The YPC is a 
creative musical game of mystery performance conducted by the Orlando 
Philharmonic Orchestra.

The YPC concert inspires many kids in many ways. It inspires kids to explore dance, 
music and art. Interestingly, attending the concert encourages many kids to pursue 
and explore careers that they are truly passionate about. Watching these talented 
artists perform and showcase their skills meanwhile engaging the audience in a 
mystery plot to solve made the concert quite unique. The concert keeps the audience 
at the edge of their seats by sharing clues and allowing kids to participate in the 
action! There is never a dull moment throughout the performance

The YPC concert and its venue are known to reduce stress among many people. The 
Dr. Phillips Center is strategically designed to relax and help people enjoy the 
atmosphere. In addition, a recently released article claims that a woman named 
Carol Potts visited the performing arts center to specifically to destress during her 
time off from her job. Due to this, she attests that all the tension and stress in her 
shoulders vanished after her visit. People of all ages might be able to experience the 
same stress benefits by attending the event.

Experiencing the YPC at the Doctor Phillips Performing Arts Center is one that should 
not be skipped. It combined lots of fun, learning, inspiration, and benefits for 
everyone who attends.
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Soccer is a sport that builds 
many different skill sets. To 
begin with, just like any other 
sport, soccer can be played 
competitively to build good 
strategies and experience. For 
example, people can join a 
variety of soccer leagues (like 
the Eagle Creek Soccer 
Academy) based on their age 
and skill level. While 
competing against other

Who Would You Choose For Your Team?
By: Jacob Echeverry

All About Soccer
By: Ethan Wooten

Kylian Mbappe
Team: France

Position: Forward

Neymar Jr.
Team: Brazil

Position: Forward

Put your vote on a piece of paper and leave it in the bin outside room 211.

World Cup 2022
By: Sophia Quintero

The world cup is a soccer event that happens 
every 4 years. This year the world cup is taking 
place  in Qatar. The world cup started on 
November 20th this year and it will end on 
December 18. National teams compete with 
each other to win the world cup. The world cup is 
in event which you celebrate your team and 
support them. Who do you think will win the 
world cup? I think Brazil, Portugal, or Argentina 
will win the world cup. 

soccer teams, professional 
soccer coaches may be 
scouring for players who 
have a good skill set to join 
their professional team in the 
future. Sports like soccer are 
always adored for its variety 
of opportunities like the ones 
listed. Secondly, many 
people can play additional 
games related to soccer. 
Crab Soccer is a fun 

soccer game that can help 
strengthen your soccer skills 
while being extremely 
hilarious. In addition, Crab 
Soccer is a great game for 
celebrations like birthday 
parties and more. Overall, 
soccer is an outstanding 
sport sport with various 
different things to do or take 
part in.

Have you ever 
played soccer? 
Soccer is a very 
playful and 
spectacular sport 
that provides 
many 
opportunities for 
players and fans.



Who Do You Think Will Win the World Cup?
Cut this out, answer the questions,  and turn it into the Newspaper Bin outside Ms. 
Johnson’s door by room 211. Be sure to check next month’s paper to see all of the results!
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Argentina France

Last week’s results: Soccer was the most favorite sport! 

Book Review: Cupcake Diaries: Mia in the Mix

Do you love books? If you do I have a book for 
you: Mia in the Mix by Coco Simon! Mia in the 
Mix is a very relatable book, especially for me. 
The book is about a girl named Mia who is in a 
cupcake club with her 3 best friends; Katie, 
Alexis, and Emma. Mia has divorced parents 
and she lives in New York with her mom. There is 
a lot that happens in this book, and each 
chapter you read will make you like this book 
even more! Each chapter is different, but is still 
about Mia and her friends. The more you read 
this book, the more you will want to read these 
books! If you’re interested in The Cupcake 
Diaries, there are several other books in this 
series. Be sure to check them out!

By: Mia Figueroa

Special AREA HIGHLIGHT: P.E.
By: Saarth and Ethan

Physical Education, or P.E., classes can be fun and challenging at times. This class provides 
you with many opportunities to experience different sports, activities, and exercise 
techniques.  Our P.E. coaches at Eagle Creek are Coach McClusky, Coach Keller, Coach 
Fraiser, and Coach JC. We had some questions for our P.E. coach, Coach McClusky, here at 
Eagle Creek. Check out our interview below and be sure to try your best in your P.E. class for 
the rest of the year! 

Q. How do you discipline your students? 
A. Treat everyone fairly if you get in trouble.
Q. How do you push your students mentally? 
A. Encourage them to do there best!
Q. What do you do in your free time? 
A. Watch sports and take a nap!
Q. What inspired you to be a P.E. coach? 
A. My own coach in school.
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5 Ingredient Chocolate Chip Cookie Recipe
By: 

Ingredients
1 stick of butter

1 cup of sugar

1 large egg

1 & 1/8 cup of flour

1 cup of chocolate chips

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350℉

2. Mix butter and sugar together until 
combined.

3. Add the egg and mix until combined.

4. Stir in flour and chocolate chips.

5. Scoop spoonfuls of dough onto a cookie 
sheet 2 inches apart.

6. Bake at 350℉ for 7-9 minutes 

Snowflake Maze - Can You Make it Out?


